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ATTRITION—USIN

Allies Predicate Victory
on Exhaustion of Men

for Tcuton Armies.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS, .
Author of “The Great War.” |

In recent m ynthe nothing has been
more famillar than the assertion that
German defeat would ultimately be
achieved, not by victory on the battle-
geld, but by attrition, the exhaustion
of the mannood of Germany. Thus, in the
Great War there has been revived the

de;p'_e that lay behind Grant's later

Civil War campaigns and was by him

guccesafully employed to destroy the Con-
tederacy. Every American at all ac-|
qusm“,_; with Civil War history recalls
Loe's own nse, describing his Rich-

that his line- was

mond caRmpaigr 5

stretched so thin it ultimately broke. The
" expectation the Allies {s that in
months, within six monthe now, the same
fate will overtake the German lines in
France and Ruseia, unless they are short-

ened, and shortening will be the confes-
sion of defeat.
The Basis of Reasoning.

The arguments that supply the basls
for this reasoning may be set forth with- |
ott attempting to defend & justify them; |
turally warmly contested by

they are na
the Germans, and proof of the wholly
satisfactory sort must remain lacking for
some time What I desire to do here

ywn, as they are the foun-
le expectation

is to set them d¢
dation for the
in all Allied capitals th
proaching a turn and that German defeat

unmi
t the war is np-!
is mo longer a matter of doubt.

The starting point must be the com-
parison of the populations of the oppos-|
Experience has justified Lhel'
accepted that|
the national con- |

ing nations.
eonclusion
nations which

now generally

employ

seription system can place in the field in |
their actiy rmies and its reserves ap-|
proximately one-t th of their population.
Franece, with 10,000,000 of people, cou1d1
thus supply [ Germany, with]|
87,500, Austria, with B0,-
« 000,00 ly, on the same
basis, cou r 1 4.500,000, and Russia
upwards o 17,000,000, Great Britain, on
her side, 1 ¢ having resorted to con-

nited to the force

scription, w

:a by volunteer meth-

i ra

which she could

ods, and this has go far amountad to up-

wards of 2,000,000, including her original|
regular establichment. !
It will be clear, then, that the oppe-

pents of Ausirin and Germany have an

@|ormous &sdvan

available re-

lations which

in

G GRANT'S METHOD AGAINST THE KAISER

surces of men. In the ealcu

fllow no mecount is taken of Belgium,

Serbia or the British and French colonies|

on the one hand, or of Turkey and Bul-

garla on the other. On the whole they

may fafrly be said to balance and cun-:

pot affect the main problem. Roughly|

speaking, the wealth of men of the Allie

may be represented as about 27,500,000

against 1.7 for the Austro-Ger-|

mans. In sll those nations which use con-

sriplior 8 r of men who could gon., Thus, during the whole of the first

be used iz higher than one-tenth of the|yeur after the mobilization and organiza-

population, bur many of these are neces- iion were complete, the armies of the

sarily kept st work at tasks essential t0|nations using the conscript system re-

the life of the nation or to the mainten-|mained at about the same point, which

ance of the prmy, aside from sctual mili-l marked the maximum that it was pos-

tary work in-.hie to equip, supply and officer. For the
Given this ritustion as to numbers, it|rest the casunlties wers made good by

that the ;’\-;-frru-fir-rmar.!:Imw'.ng upon the reserves,

was plain to all
| But it was always clear that the alli-

suceess, if {t were to be complete, must|

be the result of carly vietory, before the | ance possessing the emaller number of
nurnbers began to tell.!rem:rveu would first exhaust them. This
The Germar ., first nt:mnef.iwaw the Austro-German alliance, and the
France and then against Russia, were|time has arrived when the Allies’ military
patertly npts to dispose of one of the experts agres that both Germany and

s and foree it to make & Austria have reached or are approaching
teparate which would bring the | the point where their reserves will be en-
Bumbers on the two sides more nearly to tirely used up and their casualties will
parity. 1t in the steady diminution of thelr

greater  resul
telerity in operations, a central position,|fleld armies. What I purpose to do now
in the case of Germany how

ﬁ"‘hl better opportunity for cnnrent.r&‘lln to show

tion, all contributed muks such &n this theory works out, and what will be
Austro-German success possible, and, in!the «ituation next spring if the reason-
fact, 1t was first at the|ing is correct

everal ene:

pence,

Superior preparation,

to

almost

won,

Marre and second about Vilna. ! S T
| -

| Some months ago the French General
IS:aﬂ' publicly asserted that the net Ger-

Allled slfltl."r-

For the Allies the only chance of suc-
e lay In holding Germany back and|man losses & month, that is,
Weventing an early decision, thus .Ijow-:nf men permanently eliminated b
ing the wsrdier but numerically stronger | capture or Berious wounds,
Mllisnce v cquip and organize armies and |those rendered unfit by iliness,
B adrantass. te 200,000. On November 1, i

But 1t is essential to remember that|culation were correct, Germany wou
Belther side could ame at once all or Iulfjhnvo lost 8,760,000 out of 8,760,000,
Of s numbers Neither Franes nor Ger-|would then have had left 8,000,000, or
Many, the hest prepared nations, put into somnething lesa than the number which, it
e Beld more than half their available|is pgenernlly Lelieved, has been the aver-
MMorees. Husels probably never had age figure for her nctive
o 2000000 in the field ot any time;|war,

y death,

|tham the German army is believed to have

the nurnbcrf

together withi
amounted |
f thia cal-|and Baden, which report separately, the| g 4

|d thus| German loss would be 2,400,000; but this ber 1 8,400,000 men available. Allumngln
She | is the gross, not the net o rmanent loss, net loss of 8 per cent & Biath, S w:ll|
: : gl o - {hnve on January 1 about 2,800,000, and on

a multitude of other facts and half facts
I'o this estimate the French military au
therities still adhere, and this explains
the belief In France that German num
bers have actually begun to fail.

Some time later the British produced
an estimate, based on their own experl-
ence, supp'emented by the information
gathered by their information eources
from the Germans in front of them. Brit-
ish experts mssert that their own experi-
ence demonstrates that a field army loses
10 per cent gross and 6 per cent net a
month. This Is, of course, the conclusion
drawn from experience in the present war
primarily. On this basia the German
permanent loss on November 1 would have |
amounted to 8,000,000, and there would |
have been left some 8,760,000 avallable, or
at least a quarter of a mlillion more men

contained at any time. Thus, the actuas!
decline in numbers of the German army,
according to these British Agures, will not|
hegin before December, |

showing the Prussian losses for the first
twelve months, was 1,120,000, : si
i b 0000, and Pruamql have several hundred thousand men,

has three-fourths of the German popula-|
tion; that is, with the smaller states, who|
roport through Prussian lists, With the |

losses of Saxony, Bavaria, Wurttemberg
{

On the other hand, no report Is made of |

ihe lossen through disability other than by|

wound, British experts have enleulated |

army during the | that this about balances the gain by the

return of the wounded, which would make

{armies in the first year.

the congeript nations are not pleked men.
Accepting this Hritish caleulation, which
is wholly reasonable, the British estimate
would be corroborated.

I enll nttention, in passing, to the recent
comment of “The New York
Post™ correspondent, who, writing under A
Berlin dute, but ohviously after having left
Giermany, reported that he had studied the
official lists for the week ending October 1,
and these ghowed a total of 62,000. On
this basis the loss for a yeir would be
9,220,000, and for fifteen months 4,000,000
gross or 2,400,000 net, again with no allow- |
ance for disabilities from illness. Here,|

Evening

|ngain, i slight but Interesting corrobora-
| tion for the British estimate.

Next Year.
We have seen that if the French estl-

British estimate, Germany will now have!

{8,750,000, less & number which must be

gllowed for those who will ultimately re-

THE TERRITORIAL HOLDINGS OF THE TEUTONIC ALLIANCE.

2 000,000 in the field since the war began,
rather less than more. By November 1

her permanent loss had been 1,800,000,

land allowing for the wounded who would

ultimately be available, but not at a fixed
time, precisely as in the German case, she
would have 2,000,000 available, Her de
¢line, then, has set in; henceforth her army
wiil lose actually because her reserves are
oxhausted, On January 1 ghe will have
1,860,000, applying the British rule. On
April 1 the number will be 1,650,000, |
But the French army will still have by
its gide in the West 1,000,000 British, be-
cause the British had on November 1 not
less than 2,600,000 troops available, and
this would enable them to maintain an
army of 1,000,000 in the West and 500,000
]

in the East or at home, and supply aIll
casualties, The Anglo-French force in the

{mato 1s °°"°°l‘- ”J' ::‘“"' f;‘ﬂ?‘"“t;“ West would thus be on April 1, when the| 2,550,000, behind which are considerable
'numbers has already begun. ng We| ring campaign might be expected to be-| British reserves, both of troops already in
gin, over 2,600,000, or mors than the whole |

German force left in existence. ;
As to Austria, the estimates are various|

==

Expect by Next Spring
They Will Outnumber
Germany and Austria.

: (Copyright, 1915,
| By the New York Tribune.)

and very congldersble reserves etill avall
able.

Such troope as the Austro-Germang
then have will in the opinion of the Allied
experts be wholly insufficient, not merely
to take the offensive, but to hold the long
fronts both in the East, the West and
South, which will incjude both the Italisn
front and the Balkans. By this tUme the
Allies are certain that the retreat from
Poland or Belgium will be inevitable, and
the firet slgn of German retreat will be
accepted as proof of German defeat.

All Allied military authorities expect
to see the war ended by German exhaus-
tion in men by the approach of next
autumn and possibly by midsummer. They
find additional support for their faith in
the growing difficulties of the German
food situation. There are considerable
differences between French and British
estimates of German losses; thore Is no
difference, save In time, as to the actual
exhaustion of German man power mnext

year,
Qerman Arguments.

I have set forth the Allied case ms it
has been made in many magazines and
newspapers in France, Great Britain and
Russia. I confess to having found ne
German answer which meets the situation
and disposes of the arguments which are
the foundation for the belief that Ger-
many will be conquered by attrition. But
1 should make it clear that not all Allied
observers accept these arguments, and
they are rejected in totality by all German
writers and sympathizers. .

German experts insist that Germany can
put far more than one-tenth of her male
population in the field, and point to figures
showing at least 0,000,000 available. But
this Includes thoss employed in munition
works, on the rallroads and In other
trades which must go on If the nation ana
the army are to live. If you grant that
more Germans are svailable, then neces-
sarlly more French, Russians and Italians
lfnra available, and you merely postpone the
| inevitable,
| Again, Germans argue that the Allles
are at the end of their resources in money
and that France and Ruseia are about
ready to make peace. This is an open
| question, but certalnly It does not affect
the main question, that unless Germany
suceseds In getting peace soon she will be
l.eaten by mere attrition.

| As to the Balkans.

The German excursion to the Balkans
does not affect the main situation. Few
| Turks are likely to be brought to the West-
ern or Eastern front. We have allowed in
our satimate 500,000 British troops for
this Near Eastern fleld, together with the
contributions of French and British colo-
nies, which will be considerable, and Ser-
bia remains with quite the same chance
for guerilla warfare that Spain used so
| fatally against Napoleon. As for Bul-
| garia, her 800,000 troops do not represent
ane month's casualty lists of her greater

allies,

Germany has not gone to the Balkans
to conquer provinces, but peace, in my
judgment. Had Constantinople fallen to
the Allies the moral effect would have
been terribly disastrous, and it would have
raised Allied hopes to the point where
peace would have been next to impossible
on any German terms, And Constantino-
ple would have fallen If the road to the
Golden Horn had not been opened for Ger-
!man ammunition.

But to make her Balkan move Germany
had to abandon her Russian campaign. To
Serbia she sent less than 250,000, but this
left her armies in Russia too weak to

5,000,000, and lost, perhaps, 8,500,000,
Since then she has lost, perhaps, 750,000;
but her problem is not to find men, but
equipment. Thus her army may fall to
1.000,000 in times of defeat and disaster,
but next spring she will have at least
2,000,000 again, which is sbout the size
that her fleld armies are fixed at on a
war footing.

As to Italy, the situation is quite the
same, Italy has only put an army of
760,000 in the field, and she can keep it
at this Iﬁ;rure for several years, having .Emake progress or take the offensive, save
reservoir of 8,500,000, Combined, Russia in the Riga district. This is the best con-
and Italy should have 2,750,000 men on|grmation available for the French belief
April 1, and behind them very great re-|¢hat German decline Is already actual, in
serves. This is to be set against the Aus- | numbers. But this whole question Is very
trian strength of 1,200,000 and no fe-| fairly debatable, and I have endeavored to
serves, just as the German 2,800,000 mulset forth what is at best a theory, only to

be set against the Anglo-French forces of be proven, if ut all, by subsequent events.
[ As 1 close this article two interesting

‘-daui!n come to hand. First, from British
. . sources wholly trustworthy I learn that
hand and prospective enhlstmentl. 'the official British estimate of the monthly

We have, t.hen. according to this es!i-:nermanent German wastage has been
mate for April 1, 5,260,000 for the Quad- y4iced to,240,000, which brings it within

oV s avail : 2
Finally, the German officlal statement, 't'l”'" “f‘d 1:" :;‘;a:r}.'l"; :g: ;: :’::“ﬁ:ﬁ:’ and highly involved. In the opening days|ruple Alliance and 8,500,000 for the Dual.| 10000 of the French. Secondly, Mr. Hi-
ime prior to that wi ‘| of the war Austrian armies were routed|In addition Russia and Italy will havellaire Belloe, the most interesting and best

Thus, when the war ends, Germany wiIl|

a few months later would be available, but|
must otherwise count as a permanent loss,

{ Allowing 850,000 for thess, which is &n

arbitrary figure, Germany had on Nm‘em-|

April 1 2,800,000, or a number one-third
gmaHer than the average size of her
Of course, if the

French figures are taken, her army will
be very much smaller.

and vast captures made. At Przemysl

who . y
|over 120,000 were taken. Austria has lost|Great Britain at least one.

since the war began upward of 1,000,000
prisoners, Her loss in the first year has
heen generally fixed at not less than 3,-
000,000, leaving her 2,000,000 available.
On November 1 this number would be
1,660,000; on April 1, 1,200,000. Thus, in
the spring Austrin and Germany would
together dispose of 3,500,000, accepting
the British estimate; according to the
French it would be little more than|
2,000,000,

Russia.

several millions of reserves each and krown of British military writers, in & re-
cent article asserts that the French offi-
cial figure for the maximum of German,
and, for that matter, French, strength has
been raised to twelve instead of ten per
eent of the total population, which would
mike the German resources 8,000000 amd!
nently .disabled; France, 2,450,000; Aus [the French 4,800,000, respectively, In-
tria, 8,800,000, Russia's losses will not pe|stead of 6,750,000 and 4,000,000, This
lesz than 6,000,000; Great Britain's wil!'m"dm“tio“ is based upon the prolonge-
pass 1,250,000; Italy’s will be close' w|tiun of the war into & second year, whish
750,000, But the ssssetial fact to gecoq. | PFIAES 8 WA Glads ci DS S s
LG . . € field who were too young in 1914,
nize is that the weaker alliance, 80 far 88| mpace changes do not affect the main
numbers are concerned, will then be hope-| eqtion, except as they postpone the

The Butcher's Bill.

On April 1, accepting the conservative
British estimate, Germany will have lost|
5,450,000 in killed, captured and perma-

In the case of Russia casualties are of | lessly outnumbered in the field and desti-|time when German exhaustion will be-
less moment. Having at least 17,000,000 | tute of reserves, while the opposing al-|come absolute. The relative strength of
ummummmmmmnnmwmmmmnumhmm

e sare Is trus of Austris, and Great| The French estimate was based on a|a loss through disability of about 2 per
has just brought its Western |variety of things, Including the experience cent monthly, not & high figure, conslder-

. strain of the ign and the
Nmy o 1000000, Italy contented her-|of the French army, the reporta of spies, ing the campa
-tﬂmWhmgfﬂ,ﬁﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂdn&ﬂhh“dmm

French Losses.
Now, on the same basis, what have the
besn! France has averaged

~riy




